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April 2019 

Praise for spiritual refreshment at the 
recent PNG Branch Conference and for 

good times of fellowship with colleagues.   

Pray for peace for Brad and Faith 
Halverson, and their kids, as they 

await the arrival of their third child.  Pray for  
an uneventful delivery and smooth transition 
to being a family of five.   

Pray for the approximately 410 
people who speak the Auwe language 

in the Sandaun Province.  They have no 
Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for Eva Waram, the SIL Wewak 
Center manager, that she would 

continue to learn all the details of her job and 
know how to balance her time among the many 
demands.   

Praise for the literacy building (for 
vernacular school materials and 

teacher training) constructed in the Karkar-Yuri 
language area.  Pray for the final parts of the 
building to be completed and for successful 
transport of the remaining materials.     

Praise God for the recent 
interest generated, through PNG 

SIL language and conference meetings, in using 
Oral Bible Storytelling (OBS) in other language 
programs in PNG.  Pray for wisdom in how to 
respond to that interest.   

Pray for the approximately 2,140 
people who speak the Pagi 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.  

Praise for the successful 
consultant checking of the 

Scripture portions 1 & 2 Peter and 1 & 2 
Thessalonians in  nine of the Aitape West 
languages.   

Pray that the consultant 
checking of the Gospel of John in 

Urim will be finished in a timely manner, as 
Pirkko skypes from Finland with Urim 
translators Josech and Micah in Wewak, PNG 
(using consultant-check notes, for accuracy, e-
mailed from the consultant).    

Praise for the recent week-long 
literacy training event organized 

by the Abau literacy team.  One of the main 
goals was improving reading skills.  Praise for 
the enthusiastic response from those involved.   

Pray for the approximately 720 
people who speak the Laeko-

Libuat language in the Sandaun Province.  They 
have no written Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for Daniel and Jack as they 
continue translating several 

New Testament books for the Pouye people.  
Pray that they can get the solar and computer 
equipment up and running, so the work can 
move forward more quickly.   

Pray for wisdom and clear 
thinking for Aitape West 

Translation Project workshop participants as 
they draft Philippians chapters 3 & 4 April 24 
to May 23 and that God’s Word will change 
their lives as they interact with it each day. 

Pray for the approximately 950 
speakers of the Ningil language 

who live in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.   

Pray for Scripture use and 
language documentation work in 

the Urimo language area.  Pray for Joyce Wood 
and Jonathan Saras as they build relationships 
and train Urimo people.   
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May 2019 

Pray for Aitape West Translation 
literacy participants as they attend the 

Vernacular Creative Phonics workshop April 24 
to May 15 that they will learn much, and that 
they can take it back and teach others.   

Pray for the Urat team (BTA translators 
Enoch Mundum and David Bilyeme) as 

they plan to show the Jesus film in several 
villages. Pray for logistics and a good response 
from the audience.  

Pray for the approximately 930 
speakers of the Niksek language who 

live in the East Sepik Province.  They have no 
Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for the twenty-six men who have 
completed the Kwomtari Cluster OBS 

workshops.  Pray that they will be diligent to 
review the stories, and to use them in their 
language areas.  May God’s Word continue to 
change their lives and impact these 
communities.   

Pray for courage for the N Palei OBS 
participants as they share stories 

with their families and communities.  Pray that 
the stories would make a difference in lives and 
people would be drawn into a deeper 
relationship with Christ.   

Pray for Paul and Helen who are 
currently at CLTC for further 

theological training (third year). Praise for 
Helen’s translation work, finishing Genesis in 
Abau and continuing with Exodus.  

Pray for the approximately 
3,600 speakers of the Bungain 

language who live in the East Sepik Province.  
They have no written Scripture in their 
language yet, but pray that they will make good 
use of their oral Scriptures.  

Pray for good progress for the 
Urim literacy supervisors as they 

translate and edit stories for easy-reading Urim 
books, to help struggling readers practice 
reading their own language.  

Pray for wisdom for the SPES team 
as they figure out staffing and 

schedules for 2019.  Pray for opportunities to 
help new people be a part of the work in the 
Sepik.  Pray for timely approval of the Lumi 
Cluster Oral Bible Translation (OBT) project.   

Pray for Murray and Carol 
Honsberger, working with the 

Kwomtari people, who are now on furlough in 
Canada.  Pray for them as they share what God 
has been doing this past term in Sandaun 
province.   

Pray for Aitape West upcoming 
project planning meetings.  Pray 

for good communication, understanding and 
discernment as they seek God’s direction for 
the future of the program.  

Pray for the approximately 300 
speakers of the Yimas language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language at this time.  

Pray for Boaz Umi, the national 
translator working with Carl 

Campbell, the translator who passed away in 
2017.  Boaz would like to finish the goals that 
Carl had for the project. The Yade people now 
have 40% of the New Testament consultant 
checked. Please pray that the Yade people will 
be working on reading fluency, in preparation 
for Scripture recording in 2020.  

Praise God for a good and 
productive four year term for 

Hilkka Arminen.  She is preparing for a four 
month furlough late May to early October in 
Finland.  Pray for rest and good times 
connecting with people while she is away.  

Pray for safety for N Palei OBS 
trainers as they travel to Wewak 

to prepare for the next OBS course which 
begins June 3.  Some of them have to walk two 
days to get to the nearest airstrip. Pray for 
unity for the team, as well as a good time of 
learning and preparation. 

Pray for the approximately 1,400 
speakers of the Mekmek language who 

live in the East Sepik Province.  They have no 
Scripture in their language at this time.  
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