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August 2016 

Praise for the successful Lumi Oral 
Bible Storytelling workshop held in 

Wewak in June.  Pray for courage for all the 
participants as they share the newly learned 
stories.  Some groups have little support from 
their communities and face significant 
pressure as they share God’s talk.   

Praise for a God honoring dedication 
of the Urat New Testament July 30.  

Many speeches were given and focused on 
teamwork and using the new Scriptures.  It 
was a great time of celebrating all God has 
done over the last nearly forty years.    

Pray for the approximately 1,080 
people who speak the Yambes 

language in the East Sepik Province.  They 
have a few oral Bible stories in their language, 
but no written Scripture yet. 

Pray for the translation and literacy 
workshops running concurrently for 

the Aitape West Translation project.  Pray for 
good progress to be made on the books being 
translated and that all the equipment will run 
smoothly.  Pray for good health and unity 
among the teams. 

Pray for safety for Litz Liew 
traveling from the Malinguat area 

with three visitors.  Pray that their time in the 
village has been a time of learning and that 
God has given the visitors direction for their 
lives.  Pray for rest while they are in Wewak. 

Pray for safety for Rocky & 
Wendy Dede as they head out to 

work with the Pouye language group.  They 
will be meeting with the translators and 
literacy workers to see what the next steps of 
their project should be.  Pray for good 
meetings and clear direction.  

Pray for good adjustment and 
new friends for Maria Lord who 

will be joining the Dede’s in their village.  She 
will be working on her EthnoArts degree while 
encouraging the Pouye to use their arts and 
music for the Lord.   

Pray for the approximately 150 
people who speak the Ningera 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.     

Pray for refreshment for Gary & 
Denise Abbas as they complete 

their home assignment in September and 
prepare to return to Wewak.  Pray for 
continued opportunities to share about the 
work in the Sepik and pray that Denise’s work 
permit paperwork can be completed quickly.   

Pray for wisdom for Sam 
Smucker, along with David, 

Betty, & Cindy, as they lead Healing the 
Wounds of Trauma workshops for the Aitape 
West Translation project.  Pray that attendees 
would receive healing from past pain and also 
be able to share with others how to find that 
healing through Christ.  

Pray for perseverance for Aluis 
Simatab as he revises the 

Arapesh New Testament.  He is also training 
new younger translators to do the work. 

Pray for the approximately 130 
people who speak the Tuwari 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.  

August 26 marks National  
Repentance Day in Papua New 

Guinea.  Pray that this would truly be a time of 
people repenting and turning their hearts to 
God.  Pray that the churches would lead others 
through this process.   
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Pray for rest for the Urat team 
following the recent New 

Testament dedication.  Pray too that people 
will continue to buy the new books and that 
God would change lives as they read.   

Pray for wisdom for Jimmy & 
David as they continue to work 

via skype from Wewak with their advisor 
Pirkko Luoma who is in Finland to edit New 
Testament books.  Pray for perseverance and 
keen eyes to find any problems.  Recent 
internet issues have made it difficult to skype.  

Praise that Newton Hamlin has been 
able to return to PNG and work with his 

co-translators.  Pray for a productive time of 
recording some of the Scriptures that have 
been translated.  Pray for good health and that 
the equipment will work properly.   

 

September 2016 

Pray for the approximately 1,740 
speakers of the Valman language who 

live in the Sandaun Province.  They have no 
Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for wisdom for the SPES team as 
they look at possible next steps for 

several clusters of languages.  Some project 
proposals are in progress, but more definition 
is needed before the proposals can be put into 
place. 

Pray for Jerry Walker as he continues 
recording some of the epistles in ten 

languages for the Aitape West Translation 
project.  Pray for readers who can read clearly 
and fluently and that all the technical aspects 
of the work will go well.  

Pray for hearts that hunger for God’s 
Word.  Some people have Scripture 

written in their own language, others have 
some oral recordings, and others have 
nothing.  Pray that people will desire to know 
God more. 

Pray for the approximately 770 
speakers of the Ambakich language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for churches who are 
ministering to a myriad of 

people with physical needs around PNG.  Pray 
for the needed resources and expertise to help 
those who are suffering.  

Currently Sam & Deb Smucker 
are the only SPES staff in 

Wewak.  Pray for strength and wisdom as they 
seek to balance SPES responsibilities, as well 
as other work that is vying for attention.  Pray 
for times of refreshment as well.  

September 16 is PNG 
Independence Day.  Each year 

there are significant events planned to look 
back on PNG’s history.  We are so thankful for 
the freedom we have to share God’s Word in 
this country.  Pray that God would continue to 
call people to Himself. 

Pray for the approximately 500 
speakers of the Eitiep language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language at this time.  

Pray for churches that would 
like to run Sunday School for 

their children.  Some are lacking teachers, 
others are lacking resources.  Pray for 
creativity and opportunities to train children. 

Pray for Ken Nayau as he 
continues translation work for 

the Manamba people.  Jill Riepe will be doing 
consultant checking for Ken in September.  
Pray for keen eyes and a good understanding 
of the material being checked. 

Pray for Richard & Julia Ballard 
as they complete their time at 

the Wewak Regional Center.  Pray that their 
family can finish well and that the seeds they 
have planted will continue to grow.   

Pray for a survey trip taking 
place in the Waris language area.  

This trip is designed to see how widely the 
translated New Testament is being used as 
well as engage the people in some Scripture 
Use activities.  Pray for good conversations 
with the right people so that they can get 
accurate data.   

Pray for the approximately 
1,320 speakers of the Gnau 

language who live in the Sandaun Province.  
They have no Scripture in their language at 
this time.  

Pray for safety for the Oral Bible 
Storytelling trainers arriving for 

the next workshop.  Pray for unity, good times 
of training, and that each trainer would grow 
in their abilities to teach others.   
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