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April 2016 

Pray for safety for Gary and Denise 
Abbas as they head to the US for their 

six month home assignment.  Pray they can be 
refreshed and reconnect with family and 
partners.  Pray for good opportunities to share 
about the work in the Sepik and how people 
can be involved in that work.  

Pray for the Aitape West Translation 
Project translators as they draft I John 

March 30 through April 23.  Pray for good 
understanding of the key terms and clear ways 
to present the concepts in each of the 
languages.  Pray that as they translate, God’s 
Word will change their lives.   

Pray for the pastors attending the 
Training National Trainers course in 

Wewak April 6-8.  Pray for clear 
communication of the materials presented and 
good understanding of how to apply what they 
learn.  Pray for more people to catch the vision 
of becoming spiritual mentors in this country. 

Pray for the approximately 800 
people who speak the Urimo language 

in the East Sepik Province.  They have a few 
oral Bible stories in their language, but no 
written Scripture yet. 

Pray for the Aitape West 
Translation Project literacy 

workers as they learn to use “Bloom” software 
to make small books that will be used to teach 
others to read.  Pray that the computers and 
other equipment will work well so that many 
books can be produced during this time.   

Pray for Richard and Julia Ballard 
as they fill-in as Wewak Center 

Managers for six months.  Pray that they and 
their four boys will transition smoothly.  Pray 
they can learn their jobs quickly and  
communicate well with all the necessary 
people.      

Pray for the Culture Meets 
Scripture workshop taking place 

in Yabru.  Pray for good understanding of the 
spiritual truths discussed and that the 
participants can take an honest look at how 
their culture matches with Scripture.    

Pray for the approximately 325 
people who speak the Yis 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.     

Give thanks with David Belyeme, 
Enoch Mundum, and advisor 

Hilkka Arminen that the SALT (Scripture 
Application Leadership Training) course 
materials were edited in the Urat language in 
February. They also made good progress 
working on the dictionary.  

Pray for good health for those 
running and attending courses 

and that there would be adequate water, 
power, and food.  Some areas have been hit 
with significant flooding in recent months.   

Pray for perseverance for Jimmy 
and David as they work with 

their advisor Pirkko Luoma who is in Finland 
to edit the book of John.  Pray for keen eyes to 
find any problems and for good health. 

Pray for the writing of SPES 
project proposals for next steps 

for two clusters who have already completed 
Oral Bible Storytelling (OBS) as well as a new 
cluster who hope to start OBS in the next year.  
These proposals will need to be approved 
before future work can take place.   

Pray for employees, Julie and 
Jerry, as they work with new 

managers at the Wewak Center.  Pray that 
everyone can understand each other well and 
enjoy the new relationships.   

1-2   13-14 

3-4  

5-6  

7-8 

9-10 

11-12 

 

 

15-16 

17-18 

19-20 

 
21-22 

23-24 
 

25-26 



Pray for the approximately 100 
people who speak the Yawiyo 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for the next trip to the 
Nuku area to engage with 

language groups about the upcoming Oral 
Bible Storytelling workshops later this year.  
Pray for health, safety in travels, and good 
discussions with the communities, as well as  
key community and church leaders. 

 

May 2016 

Pray for Litz Liew as she has a friend, 
Kellen, here to help her for two 

months.  Pray for good health and productive 
times in the Keak villages and that Kellen 
would learn much while she is in the village. 

Pray for the Culture Meets Scripture 
workshop in the Urat language group.  

Pray for good participation from the 
communities and for clear understanding of 
the material.  This workshop is difficult for 
many as it challenges their culture and belief 
system as they learn what Scripture says.    

Pray for the approximately 2,800 
speakers of the Ulau-Suain language 

who live in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for healing for Newton Hamlin’s 
eyes.  He wants to return to PNG and 

work with Agai on translation work in the Nai 
language area, but at this time he can not see 
well enough to do the work. 

Pray for strength for Awtuw and 
Molmo One OBS participants as 

they tell Bible stories in their communities.  
Pray for many opportunities for them to share 
what they have learned and for wisdom in 
how to respond to difficult questions. 

Pray for peace and comfort for 
Timo Kärki’s family.  He passed 

away March 11 after battling Lou Gehrig’s 
disease for six months.  He leaves behind his 
wife, Eline, and two daughters, Laura and 
Livia.  They worked with the SPES team for 
awhile. 

Pray for the approximately 150 
speakers of the Kwamtim One 

language who live in the Sandaun Province.  
They have no Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for balance for Sam and 
Deb Smucker as they carry the 

work of the SPES project while the Abbases 
are on home assignment.  Pray for wisdom to 
know how to prioritize all the tasks that need 
to be done.   

Pray for OBS trainers as they 
prepare to teach at the next OBS 

workshop in June.  Pray for creativity in how 
to share the stories, good recall of new 
materials learned, and the passion to share the 
stories not only at workshops but with many 
others they meet. 

Pray for encouragement and 
strength for pastors throughout 

the Sepik region.  Many are dealing with 
teachings that do not totally line up with 
Scripture. Pray for grace and understanding, 
but that they can also stand for truth. 

Pray for the approximately 100 
speakers of the Piame language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language at this time.  

Pray for additional staff, both 
Papua New Guinean and expat, 

to join the SPES project.  The project is at a 
place where specialized staff are needed to 
move into the next phases of training.   

Pray for the Urat team as they 
prepare for the New Testament 

dedication on July 30.  There is some tension 
regarding the financing of the event. Pray for a 
good solution and a God honouring event. Also 
pray for alert minds for all who are involved in 
the planning, so that the multitude of details 
will be remembered.  

Pray for courage for Yau and 
You OBS participants as they tell 

Bible stories in their communities.  Pray for 
creativity in sharing and that lives would be 
changed as the stories are shared.   

Pray for the approximately 
2,670 speakers of the Vanimo 

language who live in the Sandaun Province.  
They have no Scripture in their language at 
this time.  

Pray for safe travel for those coming to 
the next Oral Bible Storytelling course in 

Wewak.  Trainers will arrive June 2 and 
participants June 7.  For some, the travel will 
take three days.  
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