
SEPIK REGION PRAYER CALENDAR 
February 2016 – March 2016 

SIL Wewak Centre ~ PO Box 291 ~ Wewak ESP 531 
Papua New Guinea 

A bimonthly guide to praying for Bible translation and language development  
in the Sepik Region of Papua New Guinea (PNG) 

To subscribe electronically, email spes-project_png@sil.org  
 

 

February 2016 

Pray for wisdom for the Aitape West 
Translation project as they consultant 

check Titus and Philemon in multiple 
languages as well as run a translation checking 
workshop.  Pray for good understanding and 
communication of all the key terms.   

Pray for safety and good health for 
Lumi Oral Bible Storytelling (OBS) 

participants as they return to their homes.  For 
most, this is a two to three day trip by truck 
and hike.  Pray for many opportunities to 
share the newly learned stories.  

Pray that the SPES team can meet 
with the Urimo and Bungain language 

communities to dialogue about possible next 
steps of translation work.  Communication has 
been very difficult, but these meetings need to 
happen before further work can take place. 

Pray for the approximately 100 
people who speak the Bikaru language 

in the East Sepik Province.  They have no 
Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for safety and good dialogue 
for Gary Abbas and Sam Smucker, 

along with Lawrence & Nick, as they visit many 
of the villages from the Yabru OBS cluster over 
the next two weeks.  Pray for wisdom as they 
listen to what the communities share and 
discuss how we can work together. 

Pray for Murray and Carol 
Honsberger who will be in the 

village February 3 to March 11.  Pray that the 
four Kwomtari translators will have the time 
and freedom from distractions to focus well on 
1 Thessalonians.  Pray that they would be 
encouraged and challenged from God's Word 
through the translation process. Pray for 
strength to live out its truths and be able to 
impart these truths in their preaching.  

Pray for unity and good 
understanding for the Aitape 

West Translation project as their translation 
checking workshop continues through 
February 20.  Pray that all the technical things, 
including computers and power, will continue 
to function properly.   

Pray for the approximately 170 
people who speak the Daonda 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.     

Give thanks with David Belyeme, 
Enoch Mundum, and advisor 

Hilkka Arminen that the Urat New Testament 
left to be printed in South Korea in December 
2015. David and Enoch have drafted the SALT 
(Scripture Application Leadership Training)  
course materials, and the team will edit those 
in February and March in the village.  

Pray for perseverance and good 
speed for Jimmy and Josech who 

are working with their advisor Pirkko Luoma 
who is in Finland to revise 1 & 2 Peter for the 
Urim people.  When they are finished, Jimmy, 
David, and Pirkko will revise the book of John. 

Pray for strength for Gary, Sam, 
Lawrence, and Nick as they finish 

their Yabru area village visits.  Pray for good 
community discussions and that the people 
will be agreeable to the outcomes discussed.  

Pray for many who have 
cataracts and other eye diseases 

in the Keak language area.  There is hope that 
they can see an eye doctor who will be doing 
surgeries about twelve hours away.   

Pray for Laif FM radio station as 
they share God’s Word through 

preaching and song.  Pray that the signal can  
reach more people throughout the Sepik.   
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Pray for the approximately 700 
people who speak the Suganga 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for courage for Kwamtim One and 
Inebu One OBS participants as they 

share their Bible stories in their communities 
for the first time.  Pray for clear presentations 
and that lives will be changed as they hear the 
stories. 

 

March 2016 

Pray for strength and wisdom for 
Yade co-translator Boaz as he 

distributes Mark, Luke and Acts portions to all 
the villages of the language group and tests to 
find the best readers so they can be recorded 
on to the AudiBible.  

Pray for wisdom for the Kwomtari 
team as they make plans for the 

translation work for the remainder of this 
year. Planning ahead and setting goals is not a 
normal part of their lives. 

Pray for the approximately 1,080 
speakers of the Yambes language who 

live in the East Sepik Province.  They have a 
few oral Bible stories in their language, but no 
written Scripture yet. 

Pray for the Urat team as they discuss 
plans and make preparations for the 

New Testament dedication later this year.  
Pray for unity amongst those making the 
decisions and that the planned program will 
bring glory to God. 

Pray for the approximately 140 
speakers of the Suarmin language 

who live in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for wisdom for the SPES 
team as they decide where the 

next language engagements should be.  Pray 
for the right timing to be able to make these 
engagement trips as well.   

Over the last two years nearly 
twenty five language groups 

have been involved in Oral Bible Storytelling.  
Pray that the stories learned will continue to 
be shared both in communities and 
neighboring language areas and that the 
stories will bear much fruit. 

Pray for quality schools and 
teachers in the Keak language 

area so the children can get a good education.  
Pray for the needed funds and administration 
so that things will run well.   

Pray for the approximately 290 
speakers of the Umeda language 

who live in the Sandaun Province.  They have 
no Scripture in their language at this time. 

Pray for strength for Kabore One 
and Yis OBS participants as most 

of them are telling their first stories in their 
communities.  Pray for many opportunities for 
them to share what they have learned and that 
God would speak to many hearts. 

Pray for BTA translators, Ken 
Nayau and Aluis Simatab, as they 

continue to do translation work in their 
language groups.  Pray for good health, 
perseverance, and strength to do the work. 

Pray for churches around the 
Sepik who do not have pastors 

to lead them.  Pray that God will provide 
capable leaders and that they will continue to 
point people to Christ through their lives. 

Pray for strength and clear 
thinking for the Urim team as 

they push to the end of their translation work.  
Pray for good health for them and their 
families as well. They are thankful for God’s 
provisions so they can work in Wewak.    

We give thanks for Richard and 
Julia Ballard being willing to fill 

in as Wewak Regional Center Managers for the 
next six months.  Pray for a good transition for 
their family and that they will quickly learn 
how to do their roles.   

Pray for the approximately 900 
speakers of the Wutung 

language who live in the Sandaun Province.  
They have no Scripture in their language at 
this time.  

Pray for strength for Carl Campbell as 
he finds working remotely on the Yade 

language project from the USA very difficult.  
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