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February 2015 

Pray for the Oral Bible Storytelling 

workshop running in Yabru through 

February 11.  Pray for good interactions 

between staff and participants and that the 

participants will internalize the stories well.   

Pray for John and Bonnie Nystrom as 

they have traveled to PNG.  May they 

know God’s peace and protection of their 

families back in the USA while they are gone, 

and may their time in PNG be fruitful as they 
give of themselves in support of the Aitape 

West Translation project and other ministries. 

Pray for the approximately 770 

people who speak the Ambakich 

language in the East Sepik Province.  They 

have no Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for good health and continued 

understanding of the stories for the 

participants at the Oral Bible Storytelling 

workshop in Yabru.  Pray for wisdom for the 

consultants as they help the teams produce 

accurate and natural Bible stories.   

Pray for students around PNG as 

they begin a new school year.  Pray 

that they will be able to find the needed school 

fees and that they will make wise choices as 

they study and interact with others.  

Hilkka Arminen praises the Lord 

that the team has only four 

books left to complete the polishing of the Urat 

New Testament before typesetting. They will 

do those when she is in the village January  20 

to February 26. Pray for good concentration, 

health and unity for the team. Pray for wisdom 

as she deals with some underlying issues. 

In April, the current Sepik 

regional director will be moving 

on to a new position.  Pray that God will lead 

someone to take her place.  

Pray for good understanding 

and implementation of the 

materials at the Paratext Training and 

Translation workshop in the Aitape West 

Translation Project. Pray for good interactions 

amongst the group and for good health.   

Pray for the approximately 410 

people who speak the Auwe 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language yet.   

Pray for the Oral Bible 

Storytelling workshop running in 

Wewak through March 3.  Pray for wisdom 

and clarity for those teaching and that the 

participants could understand better how to 

internalize the stories.  

Give praise with the Urim 

translation team that the 

thorough translation phase of the New 

Testament is nearly completed.  Pray for the 

remaining editing and village checking that 

needs to be done, both in the village and in 

Wewak with the advisor via skype in Finland.   

Praise that Stephen and Lara 

Nash have arrived to work with 

the SPES team.  Pray for good adjustment to a 

new place, climate, and food, and that they 

would be able to learn their new roles well. 

Pray for the approximately 300 

people who speak the Kabore 

One language in the Sandaun Province.  They 

have no Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for the Wewak Oral Bible 

Storytelling participants as they 

work to polish their stories.  Pray for 

discernment for the consultant to know how 

to help them make the best stories possible. 
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March 2015 

Pray for Lumi area language groups as 

they decide whether they will be a 

part of the next Oral Bible Storytelling cluster 

which should begin in August 2015.  SPES staff 

recently visited over thirty villages who could 

be involved in these workshops.   

Pray for the approximately 225 

speakers of the Walio language who 

live in the East Sepik Province.  They have no 

Scripture in their language yet. 

Pray for the Training National Trainers 

workshop being held in Wewak for 

area pastors and laymen.  Pray for the two 

men coming to lead the course and that the 

participants will grasp the materials shared.  

Pray for encouragement for the participants 

through this course. 

The Aitape West team is thankful that 

God has brought Steve and Debbie 

Miller to the team.  Pray for them as they 

transition and learn their new roles.  

Pray for fruitful discussions for SIL 

language teams across the country 

as they meet this week at Ukarumpa to discuss 

a variety of language related topics including 

new media options, language software tools, 

publishing, archiving, partnerships, and much 

more.   

Pray for Hilkka Arminen as she is 

busy preparing for a six month 

furlough beginning mid March. Pray that she 

can concentrate well and have correct 

priorities. 

Pray for the approximately 

1,100 speakers of the Sowanda 

language who live in the Sandaun Province.  

They have no Scripture in their language at 

this time. 

March 16 and 17 all the SIL 

Sepik teams will be meeting to 

hear what is happening around the region. 

Pray for good times of learning, affirming one 

another and prayer together.  

Pray for physical and spiritual 

protection, as well as protection 

over marriages for pastors across the region.  

Pray that God would guide them as they lead 

their churches and that they would be 

strengthened when problems arise. 

SIL Branch Conference will be 

held from March 19-26.  Pray 

for good times of connecting 

with other missionaries, being encouraged 

from God’s Word, and being challenged as we 

look at how we work in PNG.  Pray for wisdom 

as the new leadership team begins to take 

shape.   

Pray for langugage communities 

as they interact with translated 

portions of God’s Word.  Pray that it would 

make a lasting impact and that others would 

want to interact with the Word as well. 

Praise for the recent Planning 

the Future of Our Language 

workshop several Sepik teams were able to 

attend.  Pray for wisdom as each team now 

figures out how to use the materials shared in 

their language communities. 

Pray that God would raise up 

PNG young people around the 

country to be involved in church work as well 

as helping God’s Word to go forth in other 

areas.  Pray for good role models and mentors 

for these young people. 

Pray for the approximately 

1,270 speakers of the Nanubae 

language who live in the East Sepik Province.  

They have no Scripture in their language at 

this time. 

Pray for Bible Translation 

Association (BTA) translation 

teams as they continue to work in several 

language communities.  Pray for strength for 

the daily work and that God would continue to 

meet their needs. 

Pray for language communities across 

the Sepik as they grapple with issues 

related to the vitality of their language.  Pray 

for good conversations with community 

leaders and direction with how to move 

forward. 
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