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April 2014 

Pray for wisdom for the Aitape West 

Translation project as they continue 

with a I John translation workshop and 

Dictionary and Discover Your Language literacy 

workshop over the next couple weeks.  Pray 

for resolution to some significant technical 

issues including generator and computer 

problems.   

Pray for the Oral Bible Storytelling 

participants as they continue to 

practice and share their stories in their 

communities.  Pray for hearts to be receptive 

to God’s Word as people may hear it for the 

first time.   

Pray for the approximately 450 

people who speak the Koiwat 

language in the East Sepik Province.  They 

have no Scripture in their language yet.  

Praise for Rocky and Wendy Dede’s 

return to Wewak.  Pray for a good 

transition back as well as adjustment to their 

new roles and having one of their girls at 

Ukarumpa for schooling much of the time.   

Pray for Litz Liew as she continues 

to work with Malinguat translation 

and literacy teams.  Pray for unity amongst the 

team members and wisdom to know how to 

prioritize the work.   

Praise for PNG visas being 

granted for Gary and Denise 

Abbas and for their safe arrival back in PNG 

both to the regional centre jobs as well as 

managing the SPES project.  

Pray for divine appointments 

for Gary Abbas as he makes the 

final trip to help communities prepare for the 

upcoming Oral Bible Storytelling Workshop in 

Sandaun province that will begin in June.  Pray 

for clear communication and safety in travel.   

Praise for a good read through 

and polishing of Luke, Mark, and 

part of Matthew for Hilkka Arminen and the 

Urat team in February.  Pray for renewed 

strength as it was a very busy time.   

Pray for the approximately 900 

people who speak the Manem 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language yet.   

Pray that the good news of the 

Easter story and Christ dying 

and rising again can be clearly shared by 

pastors throughout PNG in a way that will 

impact peoples’ everyday lives.  

Pray for healing for Sam Smucker 

as he recently tore his ACL (knee 

ligament).  The injury will take him out of 

hiking the Sepik for awhile.  Pray for freedom 

from discouragement as well as patience as he 

does physical therapy following surgery to 

repair the damage.   

Praise for a great spiritual 

retreat for the Aitape West 

translators held in Wewak.  God used the 

speakers to challenge and encourage the 

translators and their wives.  Pray for each one 

as they figure out how to apply what they have 

heard.  

Pray for Newton and Susan 

Hamlin as they coordinate 

logistics for Newton’s trip to PNG to work with 

Agai Benebu.  This includes getting a current 

PNG visa, finding a consultant to check the 

translation work, and getting things recorded 

and printed.   

Pray for the approximately 420 

people who speak the Krisa 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language yet.   
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Pray for wisdom for the SPES 

team as they plan for the 

activities of the coming year.  It is hard to 

know what will be happening as they look 

forward to the future. 

 

May 2014 

Pray for Alex, Robert, Stanley, and the 

rest of the Abau team as they look 

after the Abau Training Centre.  Pray for good 

understanding of the equipment and that they 

can be effective tools in ministry.   

Pray for the next Oral Bible 

Storytelling Workshop scheduled to 

begin in Wewak May 5.  Pray that all the 

participants will return along with some new 

people to complete the teams.  Pray for good 

work within the teams, clearly translated 

stories, and good understanding.  

Pray for the approximately 1,620 

speakers of the Wogeo language who 

live in the East Sepik Province.  They have no 

Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for Bible Translation Association 

translators as they work in the 

Arapesh, Manambu, and Urat language areas.  

Pray that they will have the community 

support they need and that people would be 

eager to read the translated materials.  

Pray that the Lord would provide 

more workers for the SPES team.  

As the project grows, the team will need a 

variety of skills to continue to move forward 

with the new language communities where 

engagement has taken place.   

Pray for wisdom as the SPES 

team seeks to find more ways to 

engage with the Sepik Churches in Partnership 

for Christ (SCPC).  Pray that needs can be met 

and resources can be shared in mutual ways.   

Pray for the approximately 955 

speakers of the Agi language 

who live in the Sandaun Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language at this time. 

As the OBS workshop finishes 

on May 16, pray for courage for 

the participants to go out and share their 

newly learned stories as well as interact with 

the stories and how they apply to individual 

lives.  

Pray for clarity and wisdom as 

pastors throughout the country 

share God’s Word.  Pray that 

they will be free from outside influences and 

that people will accept and understand what 

they hear. 

Pray for spiritual protection for 

all those involved in God’s work.  

Often the battle can be felt in a variety of ways, 

but God is greater than anything that comes 

against the work. 

Pray for the six language 

communities in Sandaun 

province who are working to pick their 

representatives for the June OBS workshop.  

Pray for the right people who can learn the 

stories and share well with their communities.   

Pray for wisdom and the 

needed resources for the Pouye 

OBS trainers as they have many plans to work 

with multiple denominations at local and 

district levels to share about the work of OBS 

and to tell actual stories.  Pray for God’s Word 

to penetrate hearts.   

Pray for the preparations for the 

next Scripture Application and 

Leadership Training (SALT) course at the Abau 

Training Centre.  Pray for eager participants 

and lasting impact from the teaching.  Praise 

for the fruit evidenced by those who 

participated in the two previous courses.   

Pray for the approximately 500 
speakers of the Eitiep language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language at this time. 

Pray for the new OBS trainers 

who are preparing to train the 

next cluster of participants in Sandaun 

province.  Pray for unity amongst the trainers, 

for clear thinking as they share this material 

for the first time, and for good interaction with 

the participants.   

Pray for good health for expat 

translators as well as our PNG 

translators in the Sepik.  A number of them 

have been battling a variety of illnesses and 

medical conditions.   
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