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August 2014 

Pray for strength and clear thinking 

for Litz Liew’s August village stay.  She 

will be involved in several projects including 

literacy classes, Bible studies, translation 

checking, youth fellowship, and a biannual 

meeting of the translation team.   

Pray for good focus for the Arop 

translators and John Nystrom as they 

work to prepare the Arop translation of Mark 

so that nine languages in the Aitape West 

Translation project can begin translating it in 

the September workshop.   

Pray for safety and good health for 

Gary Abbas and Sam Smucker as they 

travel to the Lumi area to interact with several 

communities about possible OBS work next 

year.  The hiking could be quite taxing.  Pray 

for good communication with each group.   

Pray for for the approximately 355 

people who speak the Bitara language 

in the East Sepik Province.  They have no 

Scripture in their language yet.  

Praise for a good first Oral Bible 

Storytelling (OBS) course in June in 

Sandaun province for six languages.  They 

learned a lot and most groups have four 

stories ready to share with their communities.     

Pray for reliable transportation 

for Gary Abbas and Sam Smucker 

as they return from the Lumi area.  Public 

transport can be sporadic and sometimes 

airplanes are not a viable option.  Pray for 

strength to finish the trip well.   

Pray for God’s truth to continue 

to go forth.  Pray that it can be 

taught correctly and not mixed with false 

teaching so that people can really understand 

what it means to have a true relationship with 

God.  

Pray for refreshment for the 

missionaries working in the 

region.  Weeks can be filled to overflowing 

with work, but each one needs moments of 

rest and renewal to continue to extend God’s 

love to those around them. 

Pray for the approximately 155 

people who speak the Seta 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language yet.   

Praise for the good SALT course 

held in the Abau area in June.  

Pray for lasting fruit from the course as well as 

preparations for follow-up courses in the 

same area.  

Pray for protection and safety 

over the construction workers 

and the site during the Aitape West building 

project this month (women's dorm and 

classroom). Pray that God will use these new 

buildings for His glory.   

Pray for health and stamina for 

David Bilyeme.  Pray that God 

would grant David and Hilkka accuracy, 

patience, perseverance and good co-operation 

as they continue with the final steps to polish 

the Urat New Testament.  

Pray for safety for Litz Liew and 

her coworkers as they travel to 

Wewak.  The trip can be very challenging.  

Pray for good adjustment for Sandy Chao as 

she comes to work with Litz for three months.  

She would like to come back full-time if she 

can get the needed support.   

Pray for the approximately 845 
people who speak the Pahi 

language in the Sandaun Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language yet.   
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Pray for safe travel as the OBS 

trainers come to Wewak and 

prepare to teach the next OBS course.  Pray for 

unity among the group as this will be their 

first course without a mentor.  

Pray for Carl Campbell as he compiles a 

“final” list of questions on previously 
consultant checked Yade materials for Boaz to 

make final edits.  Carl finds it difficult to work 

alone since Jody passed away last year.  Pray 

for perseverance for co-translator Boaz as he 

continues to work even though he has very 

little community support. 

 

September 2014 

The third OBS workshop for the 

second cluster of languages will begin 

September 1 in Wewak.  Pray that participants 

arrive in a timely manner, that they have used 

their stories well, and that they are eager to 

learn the new Christmas stories. 

Pray for pastors as they minister in 

their churches.  Pray for wisdom as 

they counsel and deal with many difficult 

situations.  Many have little formal training 

but serve to the best of their ability. 

Pray for the approximately 230 

speakers of the Torricelli language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language yet.  

Pray for clarity for OBS participants in 

Wewak as they continue to learn new 

stories this week.  Pray that the consultant 

checking process would yield accurate and 

natural stories for the teams to share.  

Pray for good focus and freedom 

from distraction for those doing 

God’s work across the region.  Family issues, 

school, health and other things often make it 

hard to concentrate on the work at hand. 

Pray for courage for the 
Sandaun OBS participants as 

they share their stories in their communities.  

Pray for good feedback to help make the 

stories better and that the stories shared 

would impact people in each community. 

Pray for the approximately 

1,370 speakers of the Kalou 

language who live in the Sandaun Province.  

They have no Scripture in their language at 

this time. 

September 16 is PNG 

Independence Day.  Pray that 

PNG leaders would seek God in 

all of their decisions and that Christian leaders 

would be able to take a stand for what is right.  

Praise for the new skills gained 

by the Aitape West Translation 

team at the Paratext workshop in July. Pray 

that these skills will increase the translators 

abilities to use the computer software 

designed to assist translation during their 

September translation workshop.   

Pray that communities all across 

the Sepik will grow in their 

understanding of God’s Word as they have 

access to more scriptures in their heart 

language in various formats.  

Pray for wisdom and creativity 

for the SPES team as they seek to 

find more ways to engage with pastors and 

denominations both on a local and regional 

level. 

Praise for a good rest for Hilkka 

Arminen in Finland.  Pray for 

concentration, wisdom and patience as she 

continues to prepare the Urat New Testament 

for read through and typesetting. She will 

most likely be in the village part of September 

and October. 

Pray for more personnel to join 
the SPES team.   As the current 

languages progress through OBS, there will be 

more specialized personnel needed.  More 

people are also needed to help carry the 

current load as there is more work to be done 

than our small team can do well.   

Pray for the approximately 735 

speakers of the Andai language 

who live in the East Sepik Province.  They have 

no Scripture in their language at this time. 

Pray for preparations at the 
Abau Training Centre for the OBS 

course in October.  Pray that the boat motor 

can be fixed so the participants can be picked 

up for the start of the course.   
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